Year 4: States of Matter Learning Organiser

Changing states

Solids melt to form liquids; liquids
evaporate to form gases.

Gases condense to form liquids; liquids
freeze to form solids.

When freezing occurs, the
particles in the liquid
begin to slow down as
they get colder and
colder. They can then
only move gently on the
spot, giving them a solid
structure.

We can see
condensation, if we
have a hot shower and
water meets the
surface of a cold mirror
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There are three stages in the water cycle:

1. The sun's heat causes water to evaporate from the puddles,
lakes and the surfaces of the seas and oceans. The liquid
water turns into water vapor (a gas).

2. This water vapor rises and then cools to form water droplets
within the clouds (this process is condensation).

3. When the clouds get too heavy, the water falls as either rain,
sleet, hail or snow depending on the temperature on Earth.




