Subject Specific Vocabulary

riverbed

Year 4 Autumn 2: Interconnected Worlds

It is the ground which the
river flows over.

river source

This is the start of the river,
often called the headway.
Usually found in a mountain.

river mouth

The river mouth is where a
river meets the ocean.

delta

A triangular piece of land at
the mouth of ariver that
has formed because of a
build up of sediment.

floodplain

An area of flat land next to
ariver that floods when the
river bursts its banks.

meander

A bend in ariver or stream.

oxbow lake

A curved lake that was
once a meanderin ariver.

V-shaped
valley

A deep, straight channel
that has been cut into the
rock by erosion

waterfall

A cascade of water that
falls from a higherlevel fo a
lower level.

erosion

Erosion is the wearing away
and removal of rock and
soil by means of wind or
water.

transportation

When rocks and soil that
have been dislodged and
worn away by erosion are
fransported in flowing
water.

deposition

When flowing water slows
down, eroded rock and soil
that have been transported
are left behind.
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Ariver is a body of water that flows
downhill, usually to the sea. Rivers
start in mountains or upland areas
and flow downstream, collecting
water from small, narrow streames,
springs, rainfall or other water sources
on the way to the sea.

The upper course

The upper course of ariveriss narrow. Water flows
over the riverbed, carrying rocks that erode the
land and create steep-sided, V-shaped valleys.

The middle course

The middle course of ariver grows wider and deeper
as the land becomes flatter. Bends called meanders
form.

The lower course

y The lower course is the widest part of ariver. The
land is flat, and the water flows into the sea at the
river's mouth.




Rivers around the world

Physical features are natural and include cliffs, mountains and
beaches. Human features have been made by people and
include houses, bridges and roads. There are many physical and
human features in the United Kingdom. These features can be
broken down further for example physical features can be sorted
into water and non-water features or the human features into
fransport-related and non-transport-related features.
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