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Reading	
	

• Read	to	and	with	your	child	every	day.			
• Encourage	your	child	to	read	a	range	of	texts	such	as	newspapers,	comics,	poetry	and	non-

fiction.			
• Discuss	your	child’s	reading	choices	with	them.			
• Use	the	pictures	as	well;	there	is	often	an	additional	story	in	them.			
• Allow	plenty	of	time	for	discussion	before	you	turn	over	a	page			
• Join	the	local	library	or	join	an	on-line	library	so	that	your	child	has	access	to	an	even	wider	

range	of	books.	
• Praise	your	child’s	efforts	and	encourage	them	to	take	an	interest	in	reading	in	their	free	time.		
• Let	your	child	read	the	story	to	you	afterwards,	even	if	this	is		reciting	by	heart,	or	making	the	

story	up	from	the	pictures.		
• Memorising	is	not	cheating.	Make	reading	fun!			

	
		

Here	is	a	list	of	questions	that	you	can	ask	your	child	when	reading	at	home:	
	

• What	happened	in	the	story?	
• Where	does	the	story	take	place?	
• Who	is	telling	the	story?	
• Where	and	when	is	this	story/text	set?	How	does	the	writer	show	this?	
• How	did	this	character	respond	to	(an	event)?	
• How	are	the	beginning	and	end	similar?	Is	the	order	of	events	important?	
• Which	part	of	the	story	best	describes	the	setting?	
• Can	you	identify	words	in	the	text	which	help	the	author	create	mood/effect?	
• What	adverb	has	been	used	to	describe	how	the	character...?	
• What	does	the	word	(choose	a	word)	tell	you	about...?	
• Which	words/phrase	indicates	how	the	character	was	feeling?	
• What	is	the	genre	of	this	story?	How	do	you	know?	
• What	features	make	this	book	similar	to	(another	text)?	
• Do	these	texts	share	any	common	features	e.g.	language	or	theme?	
• What	can	you	infer	about	this	character?	Can	you	find	some	words	or	phrases	that	

demonstrate	this	in	the	text?	
• Can	you	choose	a	character	and	say	what	they	felt/thought/did	in	response	to	events?	How	

do	you	know?	
• What	does...	tell	you	about	how	the	character	is	feeling?	
• How	did	this	character's	actions	affect	the	outcome	of	the	story?	
• Knowing	what	you	do	about	(a	character/an	event),	what	might	happen	next?	Why	do	you	

think	this?	
• If	the	story	develops	in	the	way	you	have	predicted,	how	will	(a	character)	respond?	Can	you	

find	evidence	in	the	text	to	explain	why	you	think	this	is?	
• How	does	the	author	indicate	that	(a	character)	feels	excited/worried/scared?	Does	the	

author	show	this	directly?	
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Book	Recommendations	
	
We	endeavour	to	foster	a	love	of	reading.	We	therefore	encourage	
children	to	read	for	enjoyment	and	pleasure.	Here	is	a	list	of	books	
which	are	suitable	for	Year	4	that	will	help	to	develop	a	love	of	
reading.		
	
	
A	Caribbean	Dozen		 John	Agard	&	Grace	Nicholls	
Alice’s	Adventures	in	Wonderland		 Lewis	Carroll	
Mufaro’s	Beautiful	Daughters	 John	Steptoe	
Beowolf	 Kevin	Crossley-Holland	
The	Firework-Maker's	Daughter	 Philip	Pullman	
The	Dragon's	Child	 Jenny	Nimmo	
The	Ghost	Blades	 Anthony	Masters	
Sara,	Plain	and	Tall	 Patricia	MacLachlan	
Smart	Girls	 Robert	Leeson	
Brother	Eagle,	Sister	Sky	 Susan	Jeffers	&	Chief	Seattle	
Robi	Dobi	 Madhur	Jaffrey	
The	Reluctant	Dragon	 Kenneth	Grahame	
Flow	 Pippa	Goodhart	
Dragon	Poems	 John	Foster	&	Korky	Paul	
The	Crazy	Shoe	Shuffle	 Gillian	Cross	
The	Sea	Piper	 Helen	Cresswell	
The	Chocolate	Touch	 Patrick	Skene	Catling	
Spacebaby	 Henrietta	Branford	
Gregory	Cool	 Caroline	Binch	
A	Pot	of	Gold		 Jill	Bennett	
Fog	Hounds	Wind	Cat	Sea	Mice		 Joan	Aiken	
The	Clothes	Horse		 Allan	Ahlberg	
It	Was	A	Dark	and	Stormy	Night		 Allan	Ahlberg	
The	Dancing	Bear	 Michael	Morpurgo	
The	Demon	Headmaster	 Gillian	Cross	
Dog	So	Small	 Phillipa	Pearce	
Emil	and	the	Detectives	 Erich	Kastner	
The	Iron	Man	 Ted	Hughes	
The	Lion,	The	Witch	and	The	Wardrobe	 C	S	Lewis	
Little	House	on	the	Prairie	 Laura	Ingalls	Wilder	
Mrs	Frisby	and	the	Rats	of	Nimh	 Robert	C	O’Brien	
Stig	of	the	Dump	 Clive	King	
Swallows	and	Amazons	 Arthur	Ransome	
A	Child's	Garden	of	Verse	 Robert	Louis	Stevenson	
Greek	Myths	for	Young	Children	 Marcia	Williams	
The	Orchard	Book	of	Creation	Stories	 Margaret	Mayo	&	Louise	Brierley	
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Handwriting	
	
Ideas	to	support	handwriting:	
	
Fine	motor	skills	allow	children	to	grip	a	pen	and	write	a	sentence.	Strengthening	exercises	for	fine	
motor	 skills	 can	 be	 a	 fun	 training	 session.	 Activities	 such	 as	 playing	 with	 small	 building	 blocks,	
catching	and	throwing	a	tennis	ball,	using	fingers	to	march	up	and	down	an	object,	or	pull	beads	or	
shells	onto	a	string	to	make	a	necklace	help	children	strengthen	and	fine	tune	their	motor	skills.	
	
Play	a	spy	game	(with	a	difference)	
	
Ask	 your	 child	 to	 imagine	 they	 are	 writing	 a	 secret	 message	 to	 a	 friend.	 A	 safe	 message	 is	 only	
delivered	when	they	do	not	 look	at	what	 they	are	writing.	 If	 they	 look	 then	the	secret	 is	 revealed.	
They	must	also	be	able	to	read	what	they	have	written	afterwards.	
	
Make	sure	to	use	lined	paper	so	children	can	see	their	letter	formation	clearly.		
	

	
Patterns	of	movement:	
	
Try	including	the	following	patterns	of	movement:	
	

• Working	from	left	to	right.	
• Working	from	top	to	bottom.	
• Anti-clockwise	circles.	
• Clockwise	circles.	
• Diagonal	lines	in	both	directions.	
• Curved	lines.	
• Zig-zag	lines.	

	
During	activities	try	to:	
	

• List	and	explain	orientations	of	up/down,	over/under,	besides/above/below.	
• Work	from	left	to	right.	
• Work	on	vertical	surfaces	so	the	child	understands	up/down.	
• Work	from	large	to	small,	big	to	little.	
• Learn	to	trace	around	circles	in	an	anti-clockwise	direction.	
• Provide	constant	reinforcement	to	ensure	good	sensory	feedback	through	touch,	smell,	sight	

and	sound.	
• Encourage	child	to	talk	through	and	describe	the	movement	patterns	of	an	activity	or	letter	

formation	e.g.	for	letter	h,	“start	at	the	top,	go	down	to	the	bottom,	back	up,	half	way	over	
and	back	down	
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We	use	Nelson	Handwriting	script	in	school	and	practise	our	handwriting	daily.			
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Writing	
	
Ideas	to	encourage	a	love	of	writing:	
	

• Here	are	some	suggestions	of	ways	you	can	help	your	child	at	home:		
• Help	your	child	write	a	letter	to	their	favourite	author.	Correspondence	can	often	be	sent	to	

an	author’s	publisher	(whose	details	can	be	obtained	on	the	internet)	who	will	pass	it	on.		
• When	you	go	on	holiday,	encourage	children	to	write	postcards	to	friends	or	relatives.	They	

could	record	things	that	you	do	in	a	holiday	diary	which	they	can	share	with	friends	or	
relatives	when	they	get	home.		

• After	making	a	cake	or	doing	a	craft	activity,	challenge	children	to	write	the	recipe	or	
instructions	for	someone	else	to	use.		

• Write	an	information	page	or	booklet	about	something	they	find	interesting	e.g.	spiders,	Dr	
Who,	dinosaurs,	cats,	etc.	Draw	a	picture	and	label	it	or	write	a	caption	to	go	with	it.		

• Encourage	your	child	to	learn	weekly	spellings	and	phonic	group	spellings.	Write	the	spellings	
in	sentences	with	accurate	punctuation	and	practise	high	frequency	words	and	handwriting.		

• Provide	your	child	with	a	comfortable	place	to	work	and	exciting	writing	materials.	A	
dictionary	and	thesaurus	would	also	be	useful.		

• Talk	through	their	ideas	with	them	before	they	start	to	write,	for	example,	prompt	them	to	
think	about	how	they	intend	to	tackle	a	subject.		

• Help	them	to	reflect	on	their	writing,	particularly	the	effect	they	hoped	to	have	on	the	reader.	
For	example,	is	the	reader	sufficiently	prepared	for	the	ending?	Have	they	introduced	all	the	
characters?		

• Encourage	them	to	read	through	their	work,	shaping	their	sentences	for	clarity	and	impact	
and	checking	their	accuracy.		

	
	
	
Grammar		
	
Ideas	to	support	how	to	use	grammar	within	writing:	
	
Poetry	please...		
	
Work	together	to	write	fantastic	descriptive	poetry...	Select	a	topic	...	the	sea.		
	
Player	1	-	thinks	of	three	adjectives	to	describe	the	sea	–	raging,	crashing,	sparkling...	write	them	on	
pieces	of	card.		
	
Player	2	–	 collects	 three	more	words	–	encourage	use	of	 thesaurus	 (online	or	otherwise)	Carry	on	
taking	 it	 in	 turns	 to	 collect	 words	 and	 record	 on	 card.	When	 you	 have	 enough	 –	 arrange	 and	
rearrange	them	to	build	your	poems.	Try	this	with	other	topics.		
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Make	as	many	as	you	can...	root	words!	
	
The	 challenge	 is	 to	 find	 as	 many	 words	 as	 you	 can	 from	 one	 root	 ...e.g.	 wind	 –	 windy,	 windier,	
windfall,	windpipe,	windscreen,	window	etc.	rain...		
heavy...		
happy...	and	so	on	and	so	on.		
	
	
Key	Words:	determiner,	pronoun,	possessive	pronoun,	adverbial		
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Spellings	
	
	
Help	with	spelling	homework	
	

• Draw	 their	 attention	 to	 any	patterns	 or	 groups	 of	 letters	 in	 the	words,	making	 links	 to	 the	
phonics	they’ve	been	taught:	

	
‘which	 letters	are	making	the	‘ay’	sound	here?	Yes,	 it’s	the	 ‘ai’,	 just	 like	 in	 ‘gain’	and	‘Spain’.	That’s	
different	to	the	‘ay’	sound	in	‘play’,	isn’t	it?’	
	

• Use	over-pronunciation.	So	 for	Wednesday,	encourage	children	 to	say	Wed-nes-day	as	 they	
write.		

• There	are	lots	of	words	which	feature	sounds	that	aren’t	always	pronounced	clearly	(such	as	
words	 ending	 in	 -ed),	 and	 over-emphasising	 these	while	 spelling	 them	out	 can	 help	 fix	 the	
spelling	in	your	child’s	memory.	

• Ask	 your	 child	 to	 write	 down	 the	 words	 that	 they	 need	 to	 remember	 how	 to	 spell.	 The	
physical	act	of	writing	the	words	by	hand	helps	to	anchor	the	spelling	in	children’s	memories	
and	encourages	them	to	think	about	the	letters	that	represent	the	sounds	in	the	word.	Typing	
the	words	into	a	PC	or	tablet	isn’t	as	effective.	

• Focus	your	child’s	attention	on	the	tricky	bits	in	a	word	by	asking	them	to	highlight	them.	For	
example,	show	them	that	said	has	‘ai’	in	the	middle	and	ask	them	to	write	the	word,	and	then	
highlight	or	underline	this	part	to	help	them	remember.		

	
Encourage	your	child	to	‘have	a	go’	
	
Making	a	first	attempt	is	good	for	confidence,	and	it	can	reinforce	spelling	patterns	and	help	identify	
any	problem	areas.	Making	mistakes	is	a	natural	part	of	learning,	and	if	your	child	is	comfortable	
knowing	that	they’re	not	going	to	get	spellings	right	100%	of	the	time,	then	they	will	be	more	likely	to	
try	out	more	adventurous	words.	
	
Play	‘hidden	words’	
You	can	prepare	this	game	yourself.	Write	the	words	on	your	child’s	spelling	list,	hidden	in	a	series	of	
letters.	Now	that	they	are	hidden,	ask	your	child	to	find	them.	
	
For	example:	
sfhplayknc	–	play	
qrubitpdh	–	bit	
nvzbikejfa	–	bike	
	
Challenge	your	child	to	write	a	silly	sentence,	including	as	many	of	the	words	on	their	spelling	list	as	
possible.	
	
For	example,	your	child	may	have	to	learn	‘room	took	hoop	foot	book’.	They	could	make	up	a	silly	
sentence	such	as	‘The	boy	took	his	book	across	the	room	but	got	his	foot	caught	in	a	hoop’.		
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At	the	end	of	Years	3	and	4	children	should	be	able	to	accurately	spell:	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


