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Reading	
	

• Read	to	and	with	your	child	every	day.			
• Encourage	your	child	to	read	a	range	of	texts	such	as	newspapers,	comics,	poetry	and	non-

fiction.			
• Discuss	your	child’s	reading	choices	with	them.			
• Use	the	pictures	as	well;	there	is	often	an	additional	story	in	them.			
• Allow	plenty	of	time	for	discussion	before	you	turn	over	a	page			
• Join	the	local	library	or	join	an	on-line	library	so	that	your	child	has	access	to	an	even	wider	

range	of	books.	
• Praise	your	child’s	efforts	and	encourage	them	to	take	an	interest	in	reading	in	their	free	time.		
• Let	your	child	read	the	story	to	you	afterwards,	even	if	this	is		reciting	by	heart,	or	making	the	

story	up	from	the	pictures.		
• Memorising	is	not	cheating.	Make	reading	fun!			

	
	
Here	is	a	list	of	questions	that	you	can	ask	your	child	when	reading	at	home:	
	

• Find	an	unfamiliar	technical	word.	Think	about	how	it	 is	used	in	this	sentence.	What	do	you	
think	it	means?	

• How	does	the	front	cover	show	that	this	book	is	one	in	a	series?	
• Have	you	been	in	a	similar	situation	to	the	character	in	this	book?	
• Who	would	you	like	to	meet	in	the	story?	Why?	
• What	is	the	theme	of	this	book?	How	does	the	author	create	a	sense	of	loss/heroism	etc.?	
• Why	does	the	author	use	the	first	person	in	this	diary/autobiography?	
• Where/when,	is	this	story/poem	set?	Does	this	make	a	difference	to	how	we	read	it?	
• Which	do	you	prefer;	texts	set	in	historical	times	or	in	modern	times?	Why?	
• Can	you	make	a	 list	of	 features	 in	this	 text	 type?	Does	the	author	use	these	features	 in	the	

way	you	would	expect?	
• Have	you	read	any	other	stories,	which	handle	time	in	this	way	e.g.	flashbacks,	dreams?	
• Who	is	this	book	aimed	at?	Do	you	think	it	is	successful	for	this	audience?	
• What	made	you	choose	this	book?	
• Whom	would	you	recommend	this	book	to?	Why?	
• Can	you	find	examples	of	simile/metaphor/alliteration/personification	in	this	poem?	
• Which	words	or	phrases	particularly	stick	in	your	mind?	Why?	
• What	do	you	think	is	going	to	happen	to	the	main	character	and	how	will	they	feel	about	this?	
• What	makes	you	think	this?	
• Why	did	(a	character)	behave	in	this	way?	Knowing	what	you	know	now,	what	do	you	think	

they	were	hoping	to	achieve?	Use	of	language?	
• How	does	the	title	engage	the	reader?	
• Give	examples	of	words	chosen	by	the	author	to	describe	(a	character)?	Are	they	effective?	
• Can	you	list	words	and	phrases	which	show	you	how	the	speaker	is	feeling?	
• Can	you	find	a	descriptive	phrase	and	consider	the	effect	it	has	on	the	reader?	Which	words	

create	this	effect?	
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• What	does...	mean?	Could	you	use	a	more	emotive	word?	What	about	a	less	emotive	word?	
• Do	the	events	happen	in	time	order?	If	not,	why	not?	
• Retrieve	and	present	information	from	non-fiction	
• What	specific	information	do	you	need	to	retrieve	from	this	text?	

	
Book	Recommendations	
	
We	endeavour	to	foster	a	love	of	reading.	We	therefore	encourage	
children	to	read	for	enjoyment	and	pleasure.	Here	is	a	list	of	books	
which	are	suitable	for	Year	5	that	will	help	to	develop	a	love	of	
reading.		
	
Water	Wings	 Morris	Gleitzman	
Blabbermouth	 Morris	Gleitzman	
Belly	Flop	 Morris	Gleitzman	
The	Diddakoi	 Rumer	Godden	
Stormbreaker	 Anthony	Horowitz	
Walter	and	Me	 Michael	Morpurgo	
Friend	or	Foe	 Michael	Morpurgo	
Mister	Monday	 Garth	Nix	
Aquila	 Andrew	Norris	
Harry	and	the	Wrinklies	 Alan	Temperley	
The	Story	of	Tracy	Beaker	 Jacqueline	Wilson	
Double	Act	 Jacqueline	Wilson	
Northern	Lights	 Philip	Pullman	
A	Christmas	Carol	 Charles	Dickens	
Dragon	Rider	 Cornelia	Funke	
Journey	To	Jo’burg	 Beverly	Naidoo	
Journey	to	the	River	Sea	 Eva	Ibbotson	
The	Owl	Service	 Alan	Garner	
Pig	Heart	Boy	 Malorie	Blackman	
Tom’s	Midnight	Garden	 Philippa	Pearce	
Watership	Down	 Richard	Adams	
The	Wizard	of	Earthsea	 Ursula	K	Le	Guin	
Wolves	of	Willoughby	Chase	 Joan	Aiken	
Where	the	Red	Fern	Grows	 Wilson	Rawls	
Little	Women	 Louisa	May	Alcott	
The	Secret	Garden	 Frances	Hodgson-Burnett	
Artemis	Fowl	 Eoin	Colfer	
The	Wind	in	the	Willows	 Kenneth	Grahame	
Anne	of	Green	Gables	 L	M	Montgomery	
Black	Beauty	 Anna	Sewell	
Holes	 Louis	Sachar	
There’s	a	Boy	in	the	Girls’	Bathroom	 Louis	Sachar	
Vicky	Angel	 Jacqueline	Wilson	
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Handwriting	
	
Ideas	to	support	handwriting:	
	
Fine	motor	skills	allow	children	to	grip	a	pen	and	write	a	sentence.	Strengthening	exercises	for	fine	
motor	 skills	 can	 be	 a	 fun	 training	 session.	 Activities	 such	 as	 playing	 with	 small	 building	 blocks,	
catching	and	throwing	a	tennis	ball,	using	fingers	to	march	up	and	down	an	object,	or	pull	beads	or	
shells	onto	a	string	to	make	a	necklace	help	children	strengthen	and	fine	tune	their	motor	skills.	
	
Play	a	spy	game	(with	a	difference)	
	
Ask	 your	 child	 to	 imagine	 they	 are	 writing	 a	 secret	 message	 to	 a	 friend.	 A	 safe	 message	 is	 only	
delivered	when	they	do	not	 look	at	what	 they	are	writing.	 If	 they	 look	 then	the	secret	 is	 revealed.	
They	must	also	be	able	to	read	what	they	have	written	afterwards.	
	
Make	sure	to	use	lined	paper	so	children	can	see	their	letter	formation	clearly.		
	

	
Patterns	of	movement:	
	
Try	including	the	following	patterns	of	movement:	
	

• Working	from	left	to	right.	
• Working	from	top	to	bottom.	
• Anti-clockwise	circles.	
• Clockwise	circles.	
• Diagonal	lines	in	both	directions.	
• Curved	lines.	
• Zig-zag	lines.	

	
During	activities	try	to:	
	

• List	and	explain	orientations	of	up/down,	over/under,	besides/above/below.	
• Work	from	left	to	right.	
• Work	on	vertical	surfaces	so	the	child	understands	up/down.	
• Work	from	large	to	small,	big	to	little.	
• Learn	to	trace	around	circles	in	an	anti-clockwise	direction.	
• Provide	constant	reinforcement	to	ensure	good	sensory	feedback	through	touch,	smell,	sight	

and	sound.	
• Encourage	child	to	talk	through	and	describe	the	movement	patterns	of	an	activity	or	letter	

formation	e.g.	for	letter	h,	“start	at	the	top,	go	down	to	the	bottom,	back	up,	half	way	over	
and	back	down	
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We	use	Nelson	Handwriting	script	in	school	and	practise	our	handwriting	daily.			
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Writing	
	
Ideas	to	encourage	a	love	of	writing:	
	

• Here	are	some	suggestions	of	ways	you	can	help	your	child	at	home:		
• Help	your	child	write	a	letter	to	their	favourite	author.	Correspondence	can	often	be	sent	to	

an	author’s	publisher	(whose	details	can	be	obtained	on	the	internet)	who	will	pass	it	on.		
• When	you	go	on	holiday,	encourage	children	to	write	postcards	to	friends	or	relatives.	They	

could	record	things	that	you	do	in	a	holiday	diary	which	they	can	share	with	friends	or	
relatives	when	they	get	home.		

• After	making	a	cake	or	doing	a	craft	activity,	challenge	children	to	write	the	recipe	or	
instructions	for	someone	else	to	use.		

• Write	an	information	page	or	booklet	about	something	they	find	interesting	e.g.	spiders,	Dr	
Who,	dinosaurs,	cats,	etc.	Draw	a	picture	and	label	it	or	write	a	caption	to	go	with	it.		

• Encourage	your	child	to	learn	weekly	spellings	and	phonic	group	spellings.	Write	the	spellings	
in	sentences	with	accurate	punctuation	and	practise	high	frequency	words	and	handwriting.		

• Provide	your	child	with	a	comfortable	place	to	work	and	exciting	writing	materials.	A	
dictionary	and	thesaurus	would	also	be	useful.		

• Talk	through	their	ideas	with	them	before	they	start	to	write,	for	example,	prompt	them	to	
think	about	how	they	intend	to	tackle	a	subject.		

• Help	them	to	reflect	on	their	writing,	particularly	the	effect	they	hoped	to	have	on	the	reader.	
For	example,	is	the	reader	sufficiently	prepared	for	the	ending?	Have	they	introduced	all	the	
characters?		

• Encourage	them	to	read	through	their	work,	shaping	their	sentences	for	clarity	and	impact	
and	checking	their	accuracy.		

	
	
	
Grammar		
	
Ideas	to	support	how	to	use	grammar	within	writing:	
	
Read!	Read!	Read!		
	
Choose	a	quality	 text	 to	share.	Discuss	 the	 type	of	 language	being	used	and	how	 it	works	within	a	
sentence.	 Talk	 about	 the	 dialogue	 being	 used.	 Take	 parts	 ...	 reading	 it	 like	 a	 play	 –	 getting	 into	
character,	mood	etc.		
	
Poetic	licence!		
	
Practice	making	/writing	alliterative	sentences.	Who	can	make	the	longest	sentence?	When	might	we	
use	alliteration?	
	
Rabbit...	The	ravishing	rabbit	rowed	over	the	river	and	replaced	his	roller	boots	with	red	rock	and	roll	
rattles.	Dictionaries	help	here!!		
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Complete	the	simile...		
	
Practise	sharing	similes.	Start	with	the	most	basic...as	hot	as...,	as	tall	as...,	the	moon	is	like....		
	
Now	 ...	 extend	 the	 sentences	–	 five	words,	 six	words	and	 so	on.	Who	can	 come	up	with	 the	most	
complicated?		
	
...as	hot	as	the	underground	in	July!	Keep	extending...	...as	slow	as	an	old	tortoise	whose	battery	has	
run	down...		
	
The	comma	-	what	it	is	and	when	to	use	it		
	
Lots	of	people	get	confused	about	using	 the	comma.	But	here	 is	one	simple	 rule	 that	covers	all	of	
these	examples:		
	
Use	a	comma	when	it	will	make	it	easier	for	your	reader	to	understand	what	you	are	writing	about.		
	
In	other	words,	use	a	comma	when,	if	you	didn’t	use	one,	your	reader	might	get	confused.		
	
	
Key	 Words:	 modal	 verb,	 relative	 pronoun,	 relative	 clause,	 parenthesis,	 bracket,	 dash,	 cohesion,	
ambiguity		
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Spellings	
	
	
Help	with	spelling	homework	
	

• Draw	 their	 attention	 to	 any	patterns	 or	 groups	 of	 letters	 in	 the	words,	making	 links	 to	 the	
phonics	they’ve	been	taught:	

	
‘which	 letters	are	making	the	‘ay’	sound	here?	Yes,	 it’s	the	 ‘ai’,	 just	 like	 in	 ‘gain’	and	‘Spain’.	That’s	
different	to	the	‘ay’	sound	in	‘play’,	isn’t	it?’	
	

• Use	over-pronunciation.	So	 for	Wednesday,	encourage	children	 to	say	Wed-nes-day	as	 they	
write.		

• There	are	lots	of	words	which	feature	sounds	that	aren’t	always	pronounced	clearly	(such	as	
words	 ending	 in	 -ed),	 and	 over-emphasising	 these	while	 spelling	 them	out	 can	 help	 fix	 the	
spelling	in	your	child’s	memory.	

• Ask	 your	 child	 to	 write	 down	 the	 words	 that	 they	 need	 to	 remember	 how	 to	 spell.	 The	
physical	act	of	writing	the	words	by	hand	helps	to	anchor	the	spelling	in	children’s	memories	
and	encourages	them	to	think	about	the	letters	that	represent	the	sounds	in	the	word.	Typing	
the	words	into	a	PC	or	tablet	isn’t	as	effective.	

• Focus	your	child’s	attention	on	the	tricky	bits	in	a	word	by	asking	them	to	highlight	them.	For	
example,	show	them	that	said	has	‘ai’	in	the	middle	and	ask	them	to	write	the	word,	and	then	
highlight	or	underline	this	part	to	help	them	remember.		

	
Encourage	your	child	to	‘have	a	go’	
	
Making	a	first	attempt	is	good	for	confidence,	and	it	can	reinforce	spelling	patterns	and	help	identify	
any	problem	areas.	Making	mistakes	is	a	natural	part	of	learning,	and	if	your	child	is	comfortable	
knowing	that	they’re	not	going	to	get	spellings	right	100%	of	the	time,	then	they	will	be	more	likely	to	
try	out	more	adventurous	words.	
	
Play	‘hidden	words’	
You	can	prepare	this	game	yourself.	Write	the	words	on	your	child’s	spelling	list,	hidden	in	a	series	of	
letters.	Now	that	they	are	hidden,	ask	your	child	to	find	them.	
	
For	example:	
sfhplayknc	–	play	
qrubitpdh	–	bit	
nvzbikejfa	–	bike	
	
Challenge	your	child	to	write	a	silly	sentence,	including	as	many	of	the	words	on	their	spelling	list	as	
possible.	
	
For	example,	your	child	may	have	to	learn	‘room	took	hoop	foot	book’.	They	could	make	up	a	silly	
sentence	such	as	‘The	boy	took	his	book	across	the	room	but	got	his	foot	caught	in	a	hoop’.		
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At	the	end	of	Years	5	and	6	children	should	be	able	to	accurately	spell:	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	


